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The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is the federal government agency responsible 
for conducting research and making recommendations for the prevention of work-related injury and illness.
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overboard.  The remaining fatalities were due to traumatic injuries sustained on-
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and on-shore injuries.
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were caused by entanglement in deck winches.
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and provides a way to compare risk using a common denominator.
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East Coast Commercial Fishing Fatalities 
by Year and Incident Type (165 Total) Figure 1
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East Coast Commercial Fishing
Fatalities by Incident Type (165 Total)

East Coast Fisheries with Five or More 
Fatalities During 2000-2009 (138 Total)
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Commercial Fishing Fatality Rates for 
Full-time Equivalent (FTE) Workers, 

East Coast, 2000-2009

Fishery Fatalities FTEs

Annual 
rate per 
100,000 

FTEs
Northeast 
Multi-species 
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26 4,340 600

Atlantic 
Scallop 44 10,384 425

Atlantic 
Snapper/
Grouper

6 3,622 170

 * Rates were calculated by dividing the total number 
of fatalities for the 10 year period by the total annual 
FTE.
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Vessel Disaster
Fall Overboard
On-Board Injury
On-Shore Injury
Diving Injury

Data Key Conclusions

Figure 2

Figure 3 Table 1
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evaluation should be done for its effectiveness.

"�	������	����
�%��	�����	����
�������	�	������������%	������

��������
��	����!��5���������	�����
���	��#	�	�

���	��%����

���*	�%����0����	��������	��
������	���	�����
	�	������%	����/��
/	���*	��%���	��!����
�	��������	�
#	���������F'7�0���	*	�������	���	�����
	�	��0�������	���������	��	
��*	��	
�*	����	���������	������

��*	�%�����
����
��%	���������	�������������	��!��3�����
	�	�����	*	��������	���#	�	���	����	���������	*�������������������
���	�*�	#����
�%��	��	��������

��	���	���	����
��	�%�����������	�
�
/	��!��2�

�
������#��/���
	�	������	�����������
E		��#��
���
����������������	��������	����/������������	��!

ngine
Failure

Fire/
plosion

Struc  b
ind Gust

rop
ntanglement

Gear Caught
on Bottom

CollisionStruc  b
Large a e

nstabilitFlooding

14

12

10

4

2

0

1

Undec ed s iff Dec ed

N
um

be
r o

f 
es

se
l D

is
as

te
rs

Un no n
ents

Initiating Events Contributing to Fatal Vessel Disasters, East Coast, 
2000-2009 (59 Disasters with 98 Deaths)Figure 4
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Take a marine safety class at least once every 5 years -����	�������������������	��	������*��
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Do monthly drills: Abandon ship, Flooding, Fire -����	������������	&��������	��	��#�������*�*�
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when the seas are too rough for your vessel to operate in.  Keep track of forecasts and seek shelter 
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Maintain watertight integrity -�����	
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alarms regularly.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Vessel Disasters

Falls Overboard
Wear a PFD on deck - Falls overboard occur without warning or time to prepare.
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Utilize a man overboard alarm system -�5����*	�%������
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the vessel and re-board it.

Conduct monthly man-overboard drills -���������	
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essential for a crew to perform well in an actual emergency.

On-Board Injuries
Install emergency stop (e-stop) devices on deck machinery - Deck
��
���	��0�	��	
��

���	
/�#��
�	�0���	������
�
��
����$�����������
�	��
��������������
�������������
���C���	�!��3�	��	�
�������%�������
��*	�%		���	*	
��	����	
��
�

�������	
/���
���	�������������
*	��	
������
���%	������	�������	������	�����������#��
�����
���	����
���	��!��5��	��������������%����	������������������
*	��	
��
���%	����������###!
�
!��*M�����M����
�M������!



National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
���������	
�	��
�
��������	


������2���	�
��
�'����������	���J	�	��
��F������
R	����	��D��
�
������7	*���D�
��
?�A�����*	������7��*	0�����	�A8�
,�
�����	0�,U���:�@
F+���;��;8��A@�
'+���;��;8��A��

�
!��*M�����M����
�M������
"#���	�+�V�����'������

Department of Health and Human Services
2	��	�������7��	��	�2�����
�����F�	*	�����
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
DHHS (NIOSH) Publication Number: 2011-105
November 2010




